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May 29, 2026

To: Heads of Departments and Divisions

From: Chair, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee

Subject: Ensuring Strict Compliance with the "Regulations for Animal Experiments

and Related Activities at Tohoku University"

Tohoku University has established the "Regulations for Animal Experiments and
Related Activities at Tohoku University" (hereinafter referred to as the "University
Regulations") in accordance with relevant laws and ministerial guidelines to ensure

the ethical and proper conduct of animal experimentation.

To maintain the highest standards of compliance, please ensure that all faculty, staff,
and students under your supervision are fully informed of these regulations and
adhere to them strictly. The following are the points that require particular attention

from animal experiment researchers.:

1. Mandatory Training and Protocol Approval

Before conducting any animal experiments at the University (including student
training, educational activities, and exhibitions), researchers must complete the
mandatory education and training sessions organized by the Institutional Animal
Care and Use Committee. Furthermore, researchers must submit an animal
experiment protocol or educational protocol to the President and obtain formal
approval prior to commencement. All animal care and experimentation must be

conducted exclusively within facilities or laboratories approved by the President.

2. Strict Adherence to the 3Rs
All researchers are required to rigorously implement the "3Rs" principle:
e Replacement: Utilizing alternative methods that do not involve live animals.
e Reduction: Minimizing the number of animals used to the absolute necessary
minimum.

e Refinement: Minimizing pain, distress, and discomfort to the animals.

3. Safety Management and Animal Health

For experiments requiring heightened safety precautions (e.g., handling radiation,
carcinogens, toxins, or pathogens), researchers must coordinate closely with facility
staff in advance. Given the specific conditions of the facilities and equipment, the
utmost care must be taken to ensure the safety and health of all personnel involved.
Additionally, researchers must maintain the health of laboratory animals by
monitoring the breeding environment, including conducting microbiological

Inspections as necessary.

4. Annual Reporting Requirements



The Principal Investigator is required to report the status of the approved protocol
to the President at the end of each fiscal year (via an annual progress report or a

completion report upon conclusion of the study).

5. Consequences of Non-Compliance

Any violation of relevant laws or guidelines—including the “Fundamental
Guidelines for Proper Conduct of Animal Experiment and Related Activities in
Academic Research Institutions”—may result in the suspension of research funding
or the revocation of grant allocations from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT).

Reference:
Regulations for Animal Experiments and Related Activities at Tohoku University
https!//[www1l.g-reiki.net/tohoku.ac/reiki honbun/u101RG00002003.html

Inquiries:

Support Center for Laboratory Animal and Gene Researches
(Animal Experimentation Section)

TEL: (93-) 8744

E-mail: clar@grp.tohoku.ac.jp

([Note] Translated with Gemini)
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